PREFACE TO THE FOURTEENTH
EDITION

IN this little book I have attempted to deal with a
difficult branch of psychology in a way that shall

make it intelligible and interesting to any cultivated
reader, and that shall imply no previous familiarity with
psychological treatises on his part; for I hope that the
book may be of service to students of all the social sciences,
by providing them with the minimum of psychological
doctrine that is an indispensable part of the equipment for
work in any of these sciences, I have not thought it
necessary to enter into a discussion of the exact scope
of social psychology and of its delimitation from sociology
or the special social sciences; for I believe that such
questions may be left to solve themselves in the course of
time with th^advance of the various branches of science
concerned. Twould'only say that I believe social psy-
chology to offi^for-tfesearch a vast and fertile field, which
has been but lihle worked hitherto, and that in this book
I have attempted to deal only with its most fundamental
problems, those the solution of which is a presupposition
# all profitable work in the various branches of the
science.

If I have severely criticised some of the views from